A Positive Evaluation of Lausanne III
The concrete results that a conference such as Lausanne III produces afterward in the life and mission of the church are the acid test of the conference's value. The present evaluation of the conference in South Africa (written immediately following its conclusion) can therefore be regarded as only a very preliminary attempt to weigh its significance.
Each of the six full days of the program (with a free day on Thursday) had a specific theme.
• Monday, Truth: making the case for the truth of Christ in a pluralistic, globalized world. • Tuesday, Reconciliation: building the peace of Christ in our divided and broken world.
• Wednesday, World faiths: bearing witness to the love of Christ with people of other faiths. • Friday, Priorities: discerning the will of God for evangelization in our century. • Saturday, Integrity: calling the church back to humility, integrity, and simplicity. • Sunday, Partnership: partnership in the body of Christ toward a new global equilibrium.
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Each of these core issues, described as "the greatest challenges to the church in the coming decade," was the subject of Bible study and theological reflection held each morning. The biblical text used in the series entitled "Celebrating the Bible" was the Letter to the Ephesians. One of the most positive aspects of the program was the inductive study of the passage for the day in table groups of six people, which provided the members of each group an opportunity to learn from and to pray for one another, to develop new friendships, and to build partnerships for the future. The group Bible study was followed by an exposition of the passage from Ephesians selected for the day. Without minimizing the importance of music, drama, visual art, story, and multimedia presentations, a very high percentage of the participants felt that the time allowed for "Celebrating the Arts" could have been considerably reduced in order to allow more time for "Celebrating the Bible," an activity that they appreciated very highly.
Special mention should be made of several of the testimonies given in morning plenary sessions by people whose life experience clearly illustrated the topic of the day. Who that was there can forget, for instance, the Palestinian woman and the Israeli young man who spoke together about the meaning of reconciliation in Christ across racial barriers? Or the North American missionary woman who spoke on witnessing to the love of Christ with people of other faiths and told how several Christians, including her own husband (a medical doctor), were assassinated by Muslims as they were returning from an isolated town where they had been rendering compassionate service in Afghanistan?
The practical implications of the morning Bible study and theological reflection were explored in depth in the daily elective multiplexes and dialogue sessions in the afternoon. To be sure, the most relevant debate over the various topics did not necessarily take place within the confines of the assigned time but also in informal conversation outside the official program. The fact remains, however, that much of the richest reflection on subjects related to present-day global problems took place in these afternoon sessions. Built around the principles of comprehension of the diversity of perspectives represented; contextualization of ideas, models, contacts, and materials; and commitment to articulate action plans, these interactive sessions will provide the basis for the second part of the Cape Town Commitment. The plan was to publish the whole two-part document with a study guide by December 2010.
Of the twenty-two multiplexes offered during the congress, three especially could be regarded as dealing with the most critical issues affecting life in the global South: globalization, the environmental crisis, and wealth and poverty. These three factors are closely interconnected, and because of their large impact on millions of people in the Majority World, they deserve far more attention than they have received so far from evangelical Christians.
Serious Flaws
According to the official definition of its mission, the Lausanne movement exists "to strengthen, inspire and equip the Church for world evangelization in our generation, and to exhort Christians in their duty to engage in issues of public and social concern." Close analysis of this wording reflects the dichotomy that influences a large segment of evangelicalism, especially in the West: the dichotomy between evangelism and social responsibility. Because of that dichotomy, closely connected with the dichotomy between the sacred and the secular, the Lausanne movement intends "to strengthen, inspire and equip the Church" with regards to the former, but simply "to exhort Christians" with regards to the latter. The implicit assumption is that the primary mission of the church is world evangelization conceived in terms of the oral delivery of the Gospel, while engagement in issues of public and social concern-the good works through which Christians fulfill their vocation as "light of the world" to the glory of God (Matt. 5:14-16)-are a secondary duty for which Christians do not need to be strengthened, inspired, or equipped but only exhorted.
In the Bible reading from Ephesians 2 used on Tuesday (the second day of the Congress), it was made clear, on the basis of the text, that Jesus Christ is our peace (v. 14), that he made our peace (v. 15), and that he preached peace (v. 17). In other words, being, doing, and proclaiming peace (shalom, fullness of life) were inseparable in him. The church is faithful to God's purpose for it to the extent that it carries forward Jesus' mission historically by embodying the Gospel in what it says, but also in what it is and what it does. The church's integral mission is rooted in the mission of God in Jesus Christ, a mission that involves the whole person in community, the whole of God's creation, and every aspect of life.
The Bible reading from Ephesians 3 on the following day placed in sharp relief the urgent need within the Lausanne movement to clarify theologically the content of the mission of God's people. In contrast with what had been said on the previous day, the Bible expositor assigned stated that although the church is concerned about every form of human suffering, it is especially concerned about eternal suffering and consequently is called to give priority to the evangelization of the lost.
A serious flaw of Lausanne III was that it did not allow time for serious theological reflection on the commitment that God expects from his people in relation to his mission. Sadly, no time at all was allowed to discuss the rich theological content of the Cape Town Commitment, on which the Theology Working Group had labored for a whole year with the intention of circulating it at the beginning of the congress. Their document was not given out until the Friday night of the congress, and no official measures were taken to provide for the participants at least to write down their personal comments on it in response to specific questions circulated before the closing of the conference. According to the Lausanne executive committee there was no time for that! The negative posture taken by the organizers with regard to a recommendation by senior participants that was intended to ensure the ownership of the document by all the participants is not only inimical to the common ownership of this particular document, but it is also a sign that the Lausanne movement is still very far from attaining the sort of partnership without which it can hardly claim to be a global movement.
In contrast with the treatment accorded to the document produced by the Theology Working Group, a whole plenary session was dedicated on Wednesday to the strategy for the evangelization of the world in this generation (made in U.S.A.) on the basis of a chart of so-called unreached people groups prepared by the Lausanne Strategy Working Group. Their strategy chart reflected the obsession with numbers typical of the market mentality that characterizes a sector of evangelicalism in the United States. Besides, according to many of the people participating in the congress who have firsthand knowledge of the evangelistic needs in their respective countries, the chart of unreached groups failed to do justice to their situations. Curiously enough, no unreached groups were listed for the United States! Another flaw of Lausanne III was that, as the Lausanne Interest Group on Reconciliation pointed out near the end of the congress, no official mention was ever made that this congress was taking place in a country that not long ago was under Ephesians 3 placed in sharp relief the urgent need within the Lausanne movement to clarify theologically the content of the mission of God's people.
the grip of apartheid and is still deeply affected by socioeconomic injustice. In fact, it took place in the International Convention Centre, which was built on land reclaimed from the sea with rubbish and gravel brought from District Six. In 1950 this area was declared a white-only zone, and as a result about 60,000 black people were removed from it by force, and their homes were bulldozed to the ground. In spite of that fact, the congress organizers ignored the invitation made by the Group on Reconciliation to have Cape Town 2010 officially "reject the theological heresies which undergirded apartheid" and to "lament the socioeconomic suffering which is apartheid's on-going legacy." One wonders how serious the leaders of the Lausanne movement are in their commitment to the Lausanne Covenant, according to which "the message of salvation implies also a message of judgment upon every form of alienation, oppression and discrimination, and we should not be afraid to denounce evil and injustice wherever they exist" (para. 5).
Partnership and the Lausanne Movement
In the last few decades the center of gravity of Christianity has moved from the North and West to the South and East, a fact that is frequently acknowledged today by people interested in the life and mission of the church on a global scale. Nevertheless, Christian leaders in the North and West, especially in the United States, all too frequently continue to assume that they are in charge of designing the strategy for the evangelization of the whole world. As is stated in "Day Six-Partnership," in the 125-page description of the Cape Town program given out to all congress participants, "The locus of organizational leadership, control of financial resources and strategic decision-making tends to remain with the north and the west."
Sad to say, the biggest obstacle to implementing true partnership is the affluence of the North and West-the affluence that Jonathan Bonk in his insightful work Missions and Money (Orbis Books, 1991; rev. ed., 2006) has described as "a Western missionary problem." If that is the case and if the Lausanne movement is to contribute meaningfully toward the fulfillment of the mission of God through his people, it is high time for the missionary force connected with this movement, including its strategists, to renounce money power and to make the incarnation, earthly ministry, and cross of Jesus the model for missionary life.
